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New SALMON ALLOCATION POLICY (SAP) 
 

between First Nations, Sports& Commercial Sectors 
 

 
For the past 2 years, DFO has held meetings
with a small number (4 Commercial, 4 
Sports, 8 First Nations to discuss “updating
the Salmon Allocation Policy (SAP).  SAP is 
the policy that determines which sector 
gets what.  Internal commercial allocations
are under a different policy - the 
Commercial Salmon Allocation Policy (CSAP)
– and this determines the allocations
between troll, gillnet and seine and FN EO 
fisheries 

 

 

 

The 4 Commercial Representatives wer:  
  
* Seine:  Bob Rezansoff  (Chris Ashton  - alt) 
* Gillnet:  Darrel McEachern and Joy 
Thorkelson (shared)   (Mabel Mazurek alt) 
* Troll:  Dane Chauval (Chris Acheson and 
Mike Wells alts) 
* Union:  James Lawson (Joy Thorkelson alt) 
 
Other CSAB reps attended at time 
 

DFO will put out a SAP Document out for consultationin 
December 2025. 

 

Commercial Position-  (set by CSAB participants)   To begin with, there were 2 positions
tabled by the Commercial representatives:  one position was to create salmoITQs for each 
fishery and then lease them between sectors.   The Union disagreed – we did not want to see 
commercial fishermen competing ith sports fishermen and First Nations for the leasing of
salmon quota.  The UFAWU proposed that each sector would get an allocation (FN 50% and
commercial/sports sharing the other 50%).  We proposed some general rules on how this would 
work but both the commercial proposals -  quota and % allocation- were rejected by the First 
Nations 

Sports sector, is represented by the SFAB.  They did not make any proposal for the first year 
and when they final did they proposed that First Nations’ allocations that re Treaty or Court 
Ordered would come first, then the Sports allocation would come next, and the Commercial
fishery would get the leftovers.   The Recreational sector proposed that Sports allocation wou
have priority over Commercial allocation for all secies -  like it is now for Chinook and Coho – 
but they proposed Sports priority for Pinks, Chum and Sockeye as well.  The sports proposal was 
rejected by the Commercial and First Nations’ representative 
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First Nation  were respectful of the % allocatioproposal (50?-50?) by the Union but said 
that First Nations engaged in salmon fisheries (coastal and inland)had varied needs and that a 
straight forward percentage might work in some areas but not others.  They proposed a large 
package of ideas – including First Nations priority for Treaty or Court ordered fisheries, but not
for FN EO fisheries.  Generally, they wanted their commercial fisheries to be part of the whole 
commercial fishery picture and felt allied with commercial fish harvesters.  First Nations also
had an interesting proposal for dividing the Recreational fishery allocation between “loc
Moms and Pops” (having first Sports priority) and then Charter/Lodge commercial sports 
allocations(having the last-placed priority). 

The final meetin to discuss proposals and to attempt to find agreement between the sector 
was in October.  There was some general agreement between all 3 sectors:  Conservatio would 
have first priority followed by FSC.  However there were sharp differences on other matters.    

 

The Final Sector positions were 

Conservation  First Nations, Recreational, Commerci, of course, agreed that Conservation
should have first Priority. 
 

Rights Based Fisheries:   All 3 groups agreed that Rights Based fisheries (FSC, Treaty, Court 
ordered) would come before Commercial or RecreationalFisheries.  There were some 
differences here, First Nations wanted to be able to commercially fish in Right-Based 
commercial fisheries even if Commercial and Recreational fisheries were closed.  The
Recreational and Commercial sectors wanted some allocaon even at lower run sizes arguing 
that as long as there was a TAC it should be shared by everyone in some manner.   
 

Sports vs Commercial allocations  The Rec Sector dropped their demand for Sports 
Priority over all species but want to keep their present priority on Chinook and Coho over the 
Commercial sector.  They do not want to contine the present commercial priority on Sockeye, 
Pink and Chum. 

The Commercial Sector and First Nation support a set percentage allocation between sports
and commercial fisheries on all species, so that both would know what their allocation was
before the season.  First Nations also proposed that the sports fishery would come last in
priority, behind the commercial sector.  The Commercial reps proposed equal priority, figured 
out at local round tables.   
 

Local Round Tables:  All three groups agreed on the importance of setting up Local Roun
Tables to help determine the local fisheries.  There were some disagreements on how “broad” 
the powers would be of the Round Tables – but everyone supported Round Tables in general. 

 


