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August 5, 2025

The Honourable Joanne Thompson
Minister’s Office

200 Kent St

Station 15100

Ottawa ON K1A OE6

By email: DFO.Minister-ministre.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Dear Minister Thompson,

Thank you for taking time to meet with us in BC last month; your presence and thoughtful exchanges
signaled a genuine care for B.C.’s fish harvesters and the coastal communities who rely on fisheries for
their health and success.

We write to you today with an urgent request.

The test fishing results of the past week by both DFO and the Pacific Salmon Commission prove a
dramatic increase in the salmon population. The only other years to match these results are 1994, 1998,
and 2014 - all years with extraordinarily large surpluses.

The fishing fleet in all gear types has been reduced by approximately 80-90% since that time.

We are once again on the upswing of the natural cycle, buoyed further by stocks rebounding since the
previous DFO Minister’s action to remove fish farms from the migration paths of salmon.

Coastal B.C. has forgone many salmon fishery opportunities since the implementation of the Pacific
Salmon Strategy Initiative in 2021. First Nations, fish harvesters, plant workers, and the coastal
population have endured a difficult time. The PSSI brought extensive closures and substantial loss of
fishing opportunities, which has had a profound impact on coastal communities, food security and the
social wellbeing of all people who have a deep relationship with the salmon of the Pacific Coast.
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People were willing to accept the difficult years of sacrifice with the prospect that they would be able to
benefit from their losses in the long term.

Fish harvesters understand there are times of hardship and low harvest and that it is a part of the
natural cycle of abundance of salmon. The other side of that coin is that when there is abundance we
can and should be able to sustainably harvest salmon at a level that corresponds with that abundance,
as has been done for thousands of years along this coast.

During this current time of bountiful surplus, the issue is not a fishing fleet effort that is difficult to
control, but of having the access and the capacity in fishing effort and processing to handle the harvest.

Local managers and biologists refer to the PSSI for why restrictions are now in place that make it difficult
to manage fisheries responsively to unexpectedly large returns of summer run sockeye.

It will take your direction as Minister to either adjust the restrictions the PSSI has imposed on fisheries
management, or to point toward ways we can accommodate a summer run fishery within PSSI
restrictions, to allow for responsive adaptability.

We urge DFO to press the PSC staff to provide a run size on Tuesday Aug 5. While according to Friday’s
Fraser Panel Conference Call there is current fishable surplus, and American harvesters are expected to
be fishing Fraser sockeye between August 8 — 12", Canadian fish harvesters have no TAC and no fishery.
Canadian harvesters can and should be fishing by August 6%.

The UFAWU-Unifor is respectfully asking that you issue direction to Pacific Region DFO staff to manage
the fishery in a way that is both sustainable and flexible to DFO and fish harvesters, for allowing harvest
of the surplus of summer run at appropriate levels. It is our hope that you will take immediate action to
support local DFO managers and biologists, while authorizing Pacific Region staff to work with Area
Harvest Committees to immediately plan and implement fisheries on the abundant Fraser sockeye
stocks.

We thank you in advance for your attention to this urgent matter; First Nations fisheries and the small
commercial fishing fleets that remain need to be able to fish as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
James Lawson
President

UFAWU-Unifor
On behalf of the General Executive Board and Officers of the United Fishermen & Allied Workers’ Union

Cc: Anna Classen, Kevin McHarg, Jeff Grout, Neil Davis, Mike Hawkshaw, Adam Keizer, Ge Li



