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Massive Sockeye Returns Blowing the Lid Off Pre-Season Predictions

Pre-season estimates of this year’s Fraser Sockeye returns were already forecast to be high at 2.3 million
fish. For comparison, 2024 saw an estimated 474,000 sockeye salmon. The updated assessment now
estimates the run size at 6.3 million fish and climbing.

Similarly, over a million sockeye are headed to the Weaver Creek spawning channel, a system that needs
only 35,000 fish for optimal spawning.

This is exciting and encouraging news for salmon, as well as for BC commercial fishing families.

Salmon are culturally and economically vital for British Columbians. A keystone species of fish that
delivers high-value protein while supporting the viability of coastal communities, salmon are closely
linked to the health and wellbeing of Indigenous and coastal populations.

The sustainable harvest of sockeye is a common goal for Indigenous communities, commercial fish
harvesters, BC consumers, and DFO. Mike Frost of Canfisco puts it plainly; “Fish are our sustainable, wild
food source in B.C. and fish harvesters are the backbone of the industry. The food security and the
economic boost of sustainable fisheries needs to be protected and promoted.”

We are now seeing the positive results from the efforts by the DFO, First Nations and commercial fish
harvesters, and the many organizations who have been focused on the rebuilding of our salmon stocks
and habitat.

Pacific Salmon return to their place of birth, spawn and die. The focus now needs to shift to an
appropriately scaled harvest of the surplus, as science clearly shows that too many fish on the spawning
grounds depress future returns.

A salmon fisherman for more than 65 years, Bob Rezansoff says that the run is beyond impressive even in
the context of earlier days when salmon fisheries were booming; “Seeing this many fish returning, at any

point across all my years of fishing, is like dying and going to heaven”.

This year’s salmon numbers are truly cause for celebration.
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