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Union Meets
With
Minister
Murray

On March 14, UFAWU-
Unifor Leadership &

Staff attended a series

of roundtable meetings
with Minister of Fisheries,
Oceans and the Cana-
dian Coast Guard Joyce
Murray, members of
DFO, and other

commercial fishing
industry stakeholders.
The roundtables were
focused on key topics
related to prawn, crab,
salmon, and groundfish,
and included discussions
on owner operator policy,
foreign ownership of
fishing licenses and
quotas, Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs), and other
important issues.

During the discussions,
UFAWU-Unifor
emphasized the

importance of protecting
coastal communities and
small-scale fishing
operations. The union
stressed the need for pol-
icies that support small-

scale harvesters, promote
local fishing economies,
and ensure that the ben-
efits of fisheries flow to
harvesters and

BCYFN
Gathering
Recap

The BC Young Fisher-
men’s Network Gathering
was a two-day event
held this month that
brought together young
harvesters and industry
members from across
the province.

The event covered a
wide range of topics,
including business plan-
ning, marketing, marine
safety, gear and boat
maintenance, fisheries
management, science
and policy, and the future
of fishing.

UFAWU-Unifor Presi-
dent James Lawson and
Organizer Dawn Webb
participated in the Buoy-
ant Future Panel along
with Melissa Collier,

Jim Mclsaac, and Sonia
Strobel.

The panel discussed
how fishermen can ac-
cess help and become
more active in advocacy
— with James Lawson
and Dawn Webb sharing
the Union’s history and
recent work.

The event also included
networking opportunities,
locally sourced seafood,
and a celebration of fish-

¢(¥J) UFAWU |UNIFOR

United Fishermen & Allied Workers’ Union

ing on the West Coast.
The agenda included
sessions on various
fisheries, a panel discus-
sion on collaboration, BC
Fisheries Management
101 with DFO, gear dem-
0s, a presentation on lost
gear management, and
financing a fishing busi-
ness with BMO.

Learn more about the
BC Young Fishermen’s
Network at
bcyoungfishermen.ca.

Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.
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UFAWU shared critical issues The Union appreciated This meeting provided
affecting harvesters Pierre Poilievre and his an opportunity to high-
Meets With and coastal commu- colleagues taking time  light the challenges
nities, presenting a to hear from fishermen faced by harvesters
Pierre range of urgent needs. and those who repre- and coastal
sent them. communities.

POiIievre, Some of the key issues

discussed included the
MPS need to halt foreign

ownership of licenses

and quota, develop an
On March 15, Owner Operator poli-

UFAWU-Unifor Leader- CY, protect small-scale
ship, Staff, and Mem- fisheries in MPAs, and

bers met with Pierre implemer}t a Labour
Poilievre, Leader of Force Adjustment pro-
the Conservative Par-  gram for displaced har-
ty of Canada and the vesters. These are all
Official Opposition, as pressing concerns that
well as MPs Frank Ca- affect the livelihoods
puto, Tracy Gray, and of many in the fishing
Marc Dalton. During industry and coastal
the meeting, the Union communities.
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Visit UFAWU-Unifor.org for more information.



